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Mother 
T i  /?P 

111 the past for Earth Day, K.O.L.E., 
Residents Organized for Lewiston- 
Poster's Environment, has recognized 
the commitment of an individual to this 
area 's  environment. While several 
names were brought forward for con- 
sideration this year, the board of direc- 
tors has decided to recognize Mother 
Earth this year for her decades of 
patient tolerance and silent suffering. 

In the early 1940s, some of this coun- 
try's richest farmlands were seized by 
our government for the manufacture of 
'I'NT for World War I1 weaponry. 
Within six months, the need for TNT 
was replace$ by a far greater weapon of 
mass destruction, the atomic bomb. 
Our area was part of the Manhattan 
Project which played a crucial role in 
the development and manufacture of 
history's ultimate weapon. High-level 
radioactive waste, including uranium 
tailings from local plants was dumped 
on the ground or  stored in a concrete 
silo or barns with 8-foot-thick walls to 
deceive the imagined enemy in the 
area. 

Following the war, tons of TNT were 
left in a two-mile concrete pipeline that 
runs under part of CWM on Balmer 

rth is taking a beating 
awaiting final decision from tlle Am~y 
C o ~ . o f  Engineers . -- 

Using the argument that the land 
was made worthless by the U.S. gov- 
ernment, a chemical waste treatment 
company (Chem'trol) was allowed to 

es tabl ish  , o p e r a -  
tions adjacent to 
the Niagara Falls 
Storage Site (NF- 
S S )  p r o p e r t y .  
Through the years, 
several companies 
have occupied the 
area, with CWM 
being t h e  m o s t  
recent.  CWM is  

Have we become conditioned as ;I 
community into accepting this environ- 
mental degradation and turned o u  col- 
lective heads as Mother Earth is coil- 
tinually abused? Is it a coincidence that 
the Roswell Park Cancer Institute 1s 
located in Western New York? That our 
area has an elevated level of a ~ i t o ~ ~ i i -  
mune diseases such as nlultiple sclei-o- 
sis? It is never t.oo late to limit thc 
anlount of carcinogens allowed into our 
back yard. It does, however, take a lot  
of public and political will. Can a price 
tag be placed on health or our quality of 
life? I would welcome a candidate wit11 
the guts to even mention the word "cii- 
vironment" in their campaign. 

Only recentlv in a letter to an ediior, 1 Timothy 1 New York state's a former ~ o w n ~ o a r d  member, In some 
o n l y  permitted twisted loglc, thanked God for GlVL1 
hazardous was te  and Modern: I have heard bank ' ~ n d  
I treatment facilitv. Chamber of Commerce presidents p11l)- 

rr ll a iy licly sing their praises and the btlsiness 
recelltly hiis begun pro- community warn of the financial disas- 
cess  for expansion of one  of its te r  that would befall us if these coniI)a- 

landfills. nies ever closed. 
The natural beauty of Mother Earth 

Also bordering the radioactive waste has long faded in ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
site is Modem Corp.'s municipal waste grows sad and not from gell- 
landfill, which takes tons of garbage of agillg, but rather fi-orn ~ 1 , ~  
from Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Canada a r~d  embalming from rotting gal-- 
all points east, West and south. A nego- base and buried radioactive and c]lellli- 

Road and which is finally being tiated contract with a previous Town carwaste. Mother Earth ... you d c s e , ~ ~  
removed after 50 years. The high-level Board calls for the eventual closing of so  much better. 
radioactive waste still sits in a base- Modern's landfill services. It is being 
ment of a burned-out building under a studied for a loophole to reopen and ' Timofhy Hcln(forso~ (fL'~t~is(o11 is 
clay landfill, less than a mile from the allow it to approximately double 111 ~ ~ " i d w t  ofReside~~ts Orgcrnizctljor 
L e w i s t o n - P o r t e r  school  s y s t e m ,  size. Leuiston-Porter's Enviuonmutt. 
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